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      Praise for the first edition:

In his beautifully balanced, clear and broad-ranging account of a fast-changing field, Paul Hodkinson has successfully brought together myriad perspectives with which to critically analyse today's media culture and media society.




  
          Sonia Livingstone




              


    
      



 


 
      This is a highly useful book for those teaching and studying media. It provides comprehensive accounts of classic approaches to media and culture, but also recent theorists and research. Artfully, it feels fresh but grounded. This is not just a textbook, but also a scholarly exposition of the nature of media studies today. It is one I thoroughly endorse.

 




  
          Andrew McStay




              


    
      



 


 
      Introductory texts are notoriously difficult to write; they have to be accessible, engaging, well organised and well written. Paul Hodkinson has succeeded in writing a book which makes a distinctive and engaging contribution to the literature; it is a work which combines scholarship and imagination. This second edition is carefully organised and sets an agenda which will be useful to students in a wide variety of contexts. It manages to combine traditional approaches to understanding the media with new and emergent issues and areas.



  
          Tim O'Sullivan




              


    
      



 


 
      Hodkinson’s book is an exceptionally useful introduction for those studying the relationship between media and society. This is a carefully updated second edition, with a stronger emphasis on the important links between the digital, media and society and on critical issues around identity, ‘community’ and difference in media cultures.




  
          Sarita Malik




              


    
      



 


 
      Paul Hodkinson wrote a thorough and comprehensive introduction into the role of media in contemporary societies. This second edition presents  an accessible comparative analysis of theories and research methods from the social and cultural sciences. The illustrations and exercises offer students a challenging opportunity to do their own explorations in the field. 




  
          Peter Selten




              


    
      



 


 
      "This text covers all the main topics I wanted to address. It has great a structure, contextualizes key theoretical interventions and weaves them together well with topical discussions."




  
          Kate Zambon




              


    
      



 


 
      Excellent overview of some of the many issues regarding media, culture and society. Although it is titled as an introduction it provides an advanced level of analysis. Chapters are well planned and easy to navigate.




  
          Mrs Kate Heathman




              


    
      



 


 
      Excellent range of topics, will now appear on the core reading list for stereotyping in the Media unit




  
          Miss Zoe-Clair Jackson




              


    
      



 


 
      Hodkinson's introductory textbook will be of good service to my students. Many students on my course will not have taken previous modules on media and journalism, so they are encountering the subject at a perpendicular angle. They need essential concepts to help them understand media processes in relation to the topic, in this case, of religion, so I can point them to some of the essays in this book to give them a grounding in the subject.




  
          Dr Michael Munnik
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