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      This excellent book fills a significant gap in the literature supporting planning education by providing clear, succinct advice on the design and implementation of small-scale student research projects.  

Although aimed primarily at planning students, the text is equally relevant to those undertaking similar tasks on other social science and built environment programmes.
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      This book should rapidly find its way onto lists of essential readings for research methods and dissertation modules in undergraduate and postgraduate planning coursework programs. Pitched perfectly at its target audience, logically structured and clearly written, this is a perfect text for supervisors to give students so that they plan their research projects carefully rather than leap headlong into data collection. 
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      Stuart Farthing’s new book ‘Research Design in Urban Planning’ can be highly recommended.  It explores key questions and issues in research and design, and probes applicable approaches in the field of urban planning in particular. 

A key strength is that it combines thoughtful, insightful treatment of theoretical perspectives, with a very practical approach to supporting students or early career researchers in the area of research and project design.
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      Because planning researchers work in the knotty spaces between practice, policy, and the academy, their research needs to meet several different standards of quality simultaneously.  Farthing has produced a comprehensive handbook that will teach students to do just that -- to identify questions of intellectual and policy significance, generate original data, and establish the evidentiary basis for the factual claims they make.  Farthing addresses head-on the issue of ethics, which arises often when scholars are as close to the topics and constituencies they study as planners are.




  
          Rachel Weber




              


    
      



 








CAPTCHA
This question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.













                

              
          



      
  
  
    
      
        
      
    

    This title is also available on SAGE Knowledge, the ultimate social sciences online library. If your library doesn’t have access, ask your librarian to start a trial.
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