
Overview



Why U.S. Political Stats?
Visualize political data in multiple formats. U.S. Political Stats is a data visualization and research tool. It contains data on 
the three branches of U.S. government (Congress, the Supreme Court, and the Presidency) along with election, demographic, 
social, and economic data. Finding, collecting, and cleaning data by year and location on your own is a complicated business. 
U.S. Political Stats does that work for you. 

Search and Browse
Using the Quick Search

•  Search by topic, person, issue, or location keyword.

•  Use the filters on the left to refine your results 
using specific criteria.

Using the Browse Options
•  Browse by Content Type: Data, People, Policy, and Location.
•  When browsing, an icon will precede each data series title 

indicating what the visualization type for that data series is. 

Pro tip: Enter your ZIP Code to find data about your 
congressional district.

Pro tip: Limit the number of floor vote results by selecting 
the “Key Votes” check box!



Browsing by Content Type
U.S. Political Stats is organized into four content types.

1. Data: this section includes quantitative and qualitative data 
for 10 topic areas. Select a topic and you will be directed to 
a specific browse page where you can search by keyword or 
select a sub-category to browse more specific data series. 

  Results will appear as you start making selections in the drop-
down menus. You can 
stop when you reach 
your preferred level of 
data granularity.

2. People: this section 
directs you to profile 
pages for past and 
current members of 
the three branches of 
government. Each profile provides all of the biographical data 
for that individual. Select an office and use the filters to the left 
of the browse results to narrow the list to specific people.

3. Policy: select from 19 different policy areas to view 
congressional floor votes and Supreme Court cases related 
to the selected topic. Use the filters to refine the content to 
more specific sub-policy areas and year ranges.

4. Location: for information on a specific congressional 
district, use the location browse. Enter your ZIP Code in 
the search box to the left of the browse results to quickly 
identify your congressional district.



Navigating the Content Pages
The Data and Policy pages

The Data and Policy pages quickly summarize and visualize 
information for you. They both share a similar layout: 

•  The Map or Chart views allow you to visualize changes in the 
data over time.

•  The Table view formats the data into an easy-to-read list that is 
sortable.

•  The Compare tab allows you to generate visual comparisons.

•  The Source tab details the original source of the data.

•  The Download button allows you to save and download data 
files and visualizations. 

People profiles

The profiles contain a wealth of information on individuals who have 
occupied an office in any of the three branches of government.

•  The Data Series section includes biographical characteristics 
such as previous career and educational attainment.

•  The Data Section includes other data series for which the individual 
has content. This may include elections and campaign finances. 

Pro tip: When visible, select the playback button to see the 
change in values and district boundaries in real-time!

Pro tip: Click on any of the data series descriptions to 
compare values across other people in the same office! 



Location pages

For information on a specific congressional district, visit its 
Location profile! 

•  At a Glance tells you the current and past representatives for 
that district.

•  General Information includes a current map of the district and 
previous iterations of the district throughout the years.

•  The Data Section provides demographic, elections, and 
campaign finances data series for the district you are looking at.

Pro tip: We’ve taken the guesswork out of redistricting. View 
our maps over time and see how geographic boundaries 
have changed!

Creating comparisons 
Easily compare normalized political statistics
You can visualize U.S. Political Stats content in multiple formats. 
On any data page select the Compare tab to view the data you 
can compare! Select a topic and specify data you wish to compare 
using the selection menus – the visualization results will appear 
as you make your selections. The following examples preview the 
many visualizations you can create.

Pro Tip: You do not have to make a selection for each drop-
down menu, but the results will become more granular as you 
select them.



Bar charts: great for comparing variables like interest group or 
election data for two members of Congress. 

Line charts: excellent for observing and identifying trends 
across time.

Pie charts: perfect for visualizing the proportions of categorical data 
like the number of Senators and Representatives who graduated with 
a Bachelor’s degree.

Maps at the national, state, county, and district levels: great for 
observing changes across the political landscape by year.


