
The Qualitative Research Methods Series currently consists of 53 volumes that address 
essential aspects of using qualitative methods across social and behavioral sciences. 
These widely used books provide valuable resources for a broad range of scholars, 
researchers, teachers, students, and community-based researchers.

The series publishes volumes that: 
• Address topics of current interest to the field of qualitative research.
• Provide practical guidance and assistance with collecting and analyzing 

qualitative data.
• Highlight essential issues in qualitative research, including strategies to 

address those issues.
• Add new voices to the field of qualitative research.

A key characteristic of the Qualitative Research Methods Series is an emphasis on both 
a “why to” a “how-to” perspective, so that readers will understand the purposes and 
motivations behind a method, as well as the practical and technical aspects of using that 
method. These relatively short and inexpensive books rely on a cross-disciplinary 
approach, and they typically include examples from practice; tables, boxes, and figures; 
discussion questions; application activities; and further reading sources. 

New and forthcoming volumes in the Series:

Series Editor: David L. Morgan, Portland State University

Qualitative Longitudinal 
Methods: Researching 
Implementation and Change

Qualitative Data Collection 
Tools: Design, Development, 
and Application

Photovoice for Social Justice: 
Image Capturing in Action

Hybrid Ethnography: Online, 
Offline, and In-between

Mary Lynne Derrington, 
December 2018

For information on how to submit a proposal for the Series, please contact:
David L. Morgan, Series Editor: morgand@pdx.edu
Leah Fargotstein, Acquisitions Editor, SAGE: leah.fargotstein@sagepub.com
See our Series website: www.sagepub.com/qrms
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If you are interested in writing a book for the Qualitative Research Methods Series, the first step is 
to contact the editors with a brief description of what you have in mind. This should be one or two 
paragraphs that cover the topic for your book and why you think it will be an important addition to 
the field. If what you describe does have potential for this series, the next step will be to write a 
formal proposal, and the following information summarizes what that involves. (If we invite you to 
submit a proposal, you will receive a more detailed set of guidelines.)

OVERVIEW OF PROPOSAL GUIDELINES FOR THE QUALITATIVE 
RESEARCH METHODS SERIES

The ideal proposal presents a convincing rationale for your volume. It clearly delineates 
the book’s objectives and, more importantly, explains the benefits and advantages it provides to 
readers, vis-à-vis what is currently available. A well-developed prospectus should be brief 
(approximately 4-6 pages) and cover the points listed below, preferably in the order presented.

PROJECT OVERVIEW: Provide 1-2 introductory paragraphs describing the proposed book.

MARKET & COURSE BACKGROUND: Describe both the main disciplines and courses where 
your book would be of interest and other disciplines/courses where could the book be 
considered.

THE BOOK: Approach/Style of Presentation: What are your goals and purposes for the book?
Features & Benefits: How does your book address these goals and purposes?
Artwork/Design: Explain any planned use of figures, tables, graphics, etc.
Format: What will be the book's length in printed pages? (Note that typical 
books in the series are 100-150 page long, with approximately 225 words per 
page.)

COMPETITION: Pick three competing books and describe each in a paragraph.

TABLE OF CONTENTS: Provide a detailed table of contents, in outline form, incorporating 
headings and subheadings, and including a brief paragraph describing each chapter.

SAMPLE CHAPTERS: Although the prospectus and tentative table of contents are often ample 
for preliminary discussions about publishing the work, providing sample chapters allows 
reviewers and the publisher to better evaluate the work.

BIOGRAPHICAL AND OTHER INFORMATION:
Biographical Info: CV plus other experience and qualifications you bring to the 
project.
Schedule: When will you have the first draft completed and ready for outside 
reviewing?
Reviewers: Recommend names (with academic affiliations) of potential 
reviewers.

QRMS Submission Guidelines
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