
STM Permissions Guidelines 
 
 
 
When you have established who the publisher of the material you wish to reuse is 
look on the STM website to see if the publisher is signed up to the STM Permission 
Guidelines.  
 
The guidelines and the list of publishers are here:  
http://www.stm-assoc.org/permissions-guidelines/ 
 
The list changes frequently, so always access the list online for the most up-to-date 
information. 
 
If the publisher is not listed, the permission has to be requested in the usual way. 
 
What material can be used under the STM Permissions Guidelines? 
 
If you are using material from a work published by an STM Signatory, you can use it 
free of charge in all media within the following limits – see the box below. 
 
 
Figures/Tables 
 

 Up to three figures (including tables) from a journal article or book chapter, 
but: 

 
o Not more than five figures from a whole book or journal issue/edition; and 
o Not more than six figures from an annual journal volume; 

 
Text Quotes 
 

 Single text extracts of less than 400 words from a journal article or book 
chapter, but: 

 
o Not more than a total of 800 words from a whole book or journal 
 

 
 
Any use outside the above limits will require separate permission. 
 
 
 
What are the steps to complying with the STM Guidelines? 
 
 
Although permission for the use of the material will be granted at no cost, some STM 
Signatories still require notification. You can determine whether notification is 
required by checking whether or not the STM Signatory has chosen to ‘Opt Out’ from 
requiring express permission requests (using the link above). For example, see the 
second and third column in the below screenshot.  
 

http://www.stm-assoc.org/permissions-guidelines/


 
 

 
 
 
If the second column is ticked, the publisher has opted out of receiving an express 
permission request and no notification of the reuse of the material is required. 
Publishers in this category include Elsevier, Taylor & Francis and Wiley-Blackwell. 
 
If the third column is ticked, the publisher still requires a permission request but the 
permission should be granted free of charge. Publishers in this category include 
Oxford University Press and Cambridge University Press.  
 
 
 
What to do when the notification is required? 
 
 
When using journal content of a publisher who is a signatory to the STM Guidelines 
and who requires notification, we suggest you first visit the link from the 
‘Permissions contact’ column to check whether the publisher is partnered with 
RightsLink. If so, try requesting permission through RightsLink to see if an ‘STM 
Signatory’ option for obtaining automatic permission is available. Please see CUP’s 
permission screen below for an example of the RightsLink interface: 



 
 
 
If the STM Signatory does not use RightsLink for granting permissions, then please 
use the following link to access the letter template that may be modified to request 
permission directly from the STM Signatory. Permission requests can be sent via e-
mail. 
 
 

http://www.uk.sagepub.com/journalgateway/files/STM_Permissions_Guidelines-letter.doc

