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Introduction to  
The Reflective 

Educator’s Guide to 
Classroom Research

WEBSITE FOR PROFESSIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT FACILITATORS  
AND COURSE INSTRUCTORS

As discussed in the Preface, after the second edition of this book was pub-
lished in 2009, we published a separate facilitator’s guide with ideas and 
tips for using the book in district professional development endeavors 
and/or college coursework. As we authored the third edition, we wished 
to seamlessly meld activities and ideas for teaching or facilitating profes-
sional development using this text into the book itself. We did so by creat-
ing an accompanying website for use by professional development 
providers and college course instructors, based largely on the facilitator’s 
guide previously published for use with the previous edition. On this web-
site, you will find numerous ideas for facilitating discussion, learning, and 
the process of inquiry itself using this book.

The accompanying website contains a chapter-by-chapter guide to the 
use of this book. Click on the link for each individual chapter to find a 
chapter summary, discussion questions, activities, journal writing prompts, 
and resources for extended learning. You may also access handouts for use 
with the activities described in each chapter. Finally, you’ll find a series of 
two- to three-hour workshop agendas distributed over an entire school 
year (September—May) to be a powerful way to guide teachers through 
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the inquiry process step by step. Note that the suggested time frame of 
these workshops can be condensed to start at any time in the school year 
or to fit within a typical 16-week semester, if you are using this book as a 
required text for a college course on action research.

Over the years, we have learned that the quality of a teacher’s experi-
ence with the process of inquiry is directly related to the coaching that 
teacher receives in the process. This website was designed to support the 
work of inquiry coaches, whether one is coaching inquiry as a part of a 
district professional development effort, college course, student-teaching 
supervision, or professional development school work. To access this 
website go to http://www.corwin.com/Thereflectiveeducatorsguide.

HOW TO USE THE INQUIRY BOOKS

This table summarizes the books we have authored or coauthored related 
to inquiry and describes their focus, differentiating the texts and delineat-
ing their use. 

Book Authors Focus

The Reflective Educator’s 
Guide to Classroom 
Research: Learning to Teach 
and Teaching to Learn 
Through Practitioner Inquiry, 
3rd edition (2014)

Nancy Fichtman 
Dana

Diane Yendol-
Hoppey

This book provides an in-depth 
introduction to teacher inquiry for 
both prospective and practicing 
teachers, taking the reader step by 
step through the process, including 
developing a wondering, collaborating 
with others, collecting data, analyzing 
data, writing up one’s work, assessing 
the quality of inquiry, and sharing one’s 
work with others. A great first book 
on teacher inquiry.

The Reflective Educator’s 
Guide to Professional 
Development: Coaching 
Inquiry-Oriented Learning 
Communities (2008)

Nancy Fichtman 
Dana

Diane Yendol-
Hoppey

This book focuses on coaching the 
inquiry process within professional 
learning communities. In addition to 
tips on the establishment of healthy 
learning communities, it contains 
numerous coaching resources to take 
teachers through each stage of the 
inquiry process.
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Leading With Passion and 
Knowledge: The Principal as 
Action Researcher (2009)

Nancy Fichtman 
Dana

This book takes administrators 
through the process of inquiry step by 
step, offering rich examples of 
principals engaged in each step of the 
process. A perfect resource for 
districts to provide powerful 
professional development for 
principals as well as university 
professors to help their students 
enrolled in educational leadership 
programs write an action research 
thesis or dissertation. 

Powerful Professional 
Development: Building 
Expertise Within the Four 
Walls of Your School (2010)

Diane Yendol-
Hoppey

Nancy Fichtman 
Dana

This book provides a bird’s-eye view 
of numerous job-embedded 
professional development strategies. In 
addition to a chapter on inquiry, 
chapters focus on book studies, 
webinars and podcasts, coteaching, 
conversation tools, lesson study, 
culturally responsive and content-
focused coaching, and professional 
learning communities. 

Inquiry: A Districtwide 
Approach to Staff and 
Student Learning (2011)

Nancy Fichtman 
Dana

Carol Thomas

Sylvia Boynton

This book describes the ways 
engagement in inquiry fits together for 
all constituencies within a district—
principals, teachers, students, and 
coaches. This systems overview of 
inquiry and the ways the process can 
connect improved practice to student 
achievement enables the reader to 
enhance learning for adults and 
students across an entire district. 

Digging Deeper Into Action 
Research: A Teacher Inquirer’s 
Field Guide (2013)

Nancy Fichtman 
Dana

This book takes off where other 
introductory texts on action research 
leave the reader, providing teacher-
inquirers tips for each part of the 
inquiry process as they are in the 
midst of doing it (i.e., developing a 
wondering, developing an inquiry  
plan, analyzing data, and presenting 
one’s work). A perfect complement to

(Continued)
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Book Authors Focus

The Reflective Educator’s Guide to 
Classroom Research, this book can also 
be used as a short, succinct, stand-
alone text to guide teachers through 
the inquiry process in a very targeted 
and specific way. It may also be used 
as a text in any university course 
(whether or not the course focuses 
on action research) to help students 
complete a required inquiry-based 
assignment. 

Inquiring Into the Common 
Core

Nancy Fichtman 
Dana

Jamey Bolton 
Burns

Rachel 
Wolkenhauer

This book tells the story of Woodson 
Elementary School and the ways the 
teachers and administrators in this 
building used the process of inquiry to 
better understand their 
implementation of the Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS). In addition, 
teachers engaged their students in 
inquiry to actualize the CCSS in 
classroom practice. Examples of 
teacher inquiry and student inquiry 
provide insights for the reader into 
their own pathway to accelerating 
achievement with the CCSS as their 
guide. 

(Continued)


